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NEW  FOREST  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  New  Forest  Rural  District 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1944. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Area  (in  Acres)  . .  .  94,957 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population  .  38,720 

Estimated  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  11,462 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April)  . £250,494 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate .  £1,013 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year 


Live  Birth : 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

710 

372 

338 

Illegitimate 

55 

25 

30 

Stillbirths  : 

16 

8 

8 

Deaths  : 

426 

244 

182 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

Death  rate  . 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population 

20.00. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  20.46. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 
11.12. 

...  ...  ...  ...  17.6 

...  ...  ...  ...  11.6 

0 

•••  •••  •••  •••  v 


0 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Aieasles  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


39.21 

40.84 

18.18 

66 

0 

0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 
Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

G.  Habgood,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Part  Time). 
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Sanitary  Inspectors. 

O.  E.  Brown,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

W.  B.  Prior,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  C.S.I.B.,  Deputy  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

E.  H.  J.  Clarke,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  C.S.I.B.,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

A  moiety  of  the  salaries  of  all  these  Officers  is  received  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts.  The  Sanitary  Officers  devote  the  whole  of  their 
time  to  their  duties. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Plowman,  Rodent  Officer,  devotes  the  whole  of  his 
time  to  his  duties  and  works  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Continue  as  in  previous  years  for  all  purposes  at  the  County 
Council  Laboratories. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Ante-natal  Clinics  have  been  provided  by  the  County  Council  at 
Totton  and  Lyndhurst. 


Maternity  and  Child 
Boldre. 
Bramshaw. 
Brockenhurst. 
Copythorne. 
Dibden  Purlieu. 
East  Boldre. 
Fawley. 


Welfare  Centres  at : — 

Fritham. 

Lyndhurst. 

Marchwood. 

Minstead. 

Sway. 

Totton. 


Consultations  only  at  these  centres.  They  are  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  with  help  from  the  County  Council. 

Day  Nurseries  ...") 

School  Clinics  ...  ^  These  services  are  under  the  control 

Orthopaedic  ...  f  of  the  County  Council. 

Artificial  Light  ...J 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries :  Totton,  77,  Rumbridge  Street, 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 


Venereal  Clinic  :  Outside  the  District  in  Southampton,  provided 
by  the  County  Council. 


Scabies  Clinics  :  Totton  and  Hythe.  Patients  residing  on  the 
boundary  near  Lymington  are  treated  by  the  Borough  of  Lymington. 
An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Borough  Council. 
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THE  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  cases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the 
year  : — 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Measles 

62 

— . 

i  i  ■■ 

Whooping  Cough 

70 

— - 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

19 

— 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

17 

4 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

3 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Malarial  Relapse  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

190 

31 

13 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough.  Of 
the  four  cases  of  Diphtheria  three  were  older  persons,  none  had  been 
immunised.  All  recovered. 

The  two  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred  at  a  home  for  children. 
The  Malarial  Relapse  was  non-civilian. 

EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Langley  House,  Totton— Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  21  Beds 

Setley  House,  Brockenhurst — Minor  Infectious  Diseases  24  Beds 
Bench  View,  Lyndhurst — Sick  Bay — Sleeping  Accom¬ 
modation  for  ...  . . .  40  Children 

Considerable  use  has  been  made  of  all. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944  : — 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

n 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

u-  •  • .  .  •  • 

1-  . 

_ 

_ 

.  ■■■■■ 

1 

■ 

2 

2 

5-  . 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

15-  . 

— 

1 

2 

1 

5 

3 

1 

— 

25-  . 

6 

2 

1 

— 

7 

2 

— 

1 

35-  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

45-  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

55-  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

65  and  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

14 

4 

6 

3 

20 

8 

8 

6 

4 


ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

During  the  past  year  good  progress  in  the  treatment  against 
diphtheria  has  been  achieved.  At  the  31st  December,  1944,  it  was 
estimated  that  of  the  total  number  of  children  living  in  the  Rural 
District  60%  under  5  and  80%  of  those  between  5/15  years  of  age  had 
completed  the  full  course  of  treatment.  It  was  ascertained  that  during 
the  year  full  treatment  was  given  to  children  as  under  : — 

Under  5  years  of  age .  ...  .  474 

Between  5/15  years  of  age  ...  . .  ...  244 


Total  ...  718 

Probably  many  more  were  immunised  privately  of  which  the 
Council  has  no  record. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  CAMPAIGN 

On  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  posters  have  been  supplied  to 
all  the  large  works,  factories,  etc.,  and  exhibited  in  public  places  such 
as  Railway  Stations. 


SCABIES 

Clinics  are  held  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  at  Totton,  Hythe, 
and  Lymington.  They  are  held  twice  weekly  at  Totton  and  Hythe. 
Cases  arising  in  the  parishes  contiguous  to  Lymington  are  treated  by 
arrangement  with  Lymington  Borough  Council  at  their  clinic  which  is 
held  each  Tuesday  morning. 

During  the  year,  151  cases  have  been  treated  and  in  addition  64 
cases  were  treated  at  Lymington  and  17  admitted  to  Setley  House 
Hospital  for  special  nursing,  making  a  total  of  232  cases. 

Altogether  502  treatments  were  given. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


No.  of 
samples 
of  Water 
taken 

Result  of  Exam. 

Remedial  Work  Done 

Fit 

Unfit 

Piped 

service 

installed 

Wells 
improved 
and  water 
made  fit 

Remain 

unfit 

Remarks 

29 

11 

18 

4 

9 

5 

Unfit 
wells  are 
in  hand. 

Very  few  cases  of  shortage  of  water  were  reported  during  the  year, 
although  a  few  wells  in  the  late  summer  and  early  autumn  dried. 
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No  extensions  of  water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
other  than  for  military  purposes. 

The  percentage  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  percentage  of  the 
population  supplied  from  water  works  directly  to  the  houses  is  : — 

Percentage  of  dwelling  houses  connected  to  the  Main  Water 
Supply— 75%. 

Estimated  percentage  of  population  supplied  with  Main  Water 
-81%. 

The  district  is  supplied  by  water  from  the  Southampton  Cor¬ 
poration  and  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company.  The  supply 
from  the  mains  is  constant  and  the  quality  satisfactory.  In  the 
parishes  of  Minstead,  B  rams  haw  and  parts  of  Copythorne  the  supply 
of  water  is  dependent  solely  upon  wells,  as  the  parishes  lie  without 
the  Southampton  Corporation’s  Statutory  limit  of  supply.  The 
supply  is  both  deficient  in  quantity  and  unsatisfactory  in  quality  and 
is  still  a  matter  of  some  concern.  The  parishes  of  Beaulieu  and 
Exbury  are  supplied  privately  by  the  Beaulieu  Manor  and  Exbury 
Estates,  in  which  the  majority  of  houses  have  a  piped  service.  The 
supply  is  constant  and  the  quality  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  carrying  out 
work  of  connecting  houses  to  the  main  water  supply  due  to  shortage  of 
suitable  labour. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  of  the  whole  district  to 
ascertain  the  needs  of  a  piped  supply.  The  survey  involved  some  500 
inspections  and  the  taking  of  50  samples  of  water  (not  included  in 
summary).  Reports  were  submitted  to  the  Council  and  approved 
for  the  extension  of  a  piped  water  supply  in  the  parishes  of  Copy¬ 
thorne,  Denny  Lodge,  Dibden,  Marchwood  and  Netley  Marsh.  The 
problem  of  water  supply  in  the  parishes  of  Minstead  and  Bramshaw 
and  parts  of  Copythorne  which  has  long  been  the  concern  of  the 
Council,  still  presents  itself.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  with  the 
introduction  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  the  difficulties  will  be  overcome. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

No  extensions  of  the  existing  sewers  in  the  parishes  of  Eling, 
Lyndhurst  and  Brockenhurst  have  been  made. 

During  the  year  a  survey  of  all  the  parishes  where  sewers  are  not 
provided  was  carried  out  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Council.  A 
great  deal  of  work  was  involved  and  approximately  2,500  inspections 
were  made. 

The  Council  approved  schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  Dibden,  Fawley, 
Sway,  Marchwood,  Copythorne,  Netley  Marsh,  Boldre  and  East 
Boldre. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  has  been  instructed  to  prepare 
schemes. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed  that  a  sewerage  scheme  is 
urgently  required  in  the  parishes  of  Dibden  and  Fawley. 


6 


The  following  connections  to  the  sewers  have  been  made  : — 
Eling  .  23 

Unsparing  assistance  was  afforded  the  Military  Authorities, 
during  the  pre-invasion  period  when  numerous  camps  were  set  up 
within  the  district,  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  sewage,  etc. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Action  has  been  taken  to  check  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams 
during  the  year,  primarily  in  connection  with  military  camps.  In 
some  cases  where  it  has  been  found  that  sewage  has  been  discharged 
into  streams  the  person  responsible  has  been  requested  to  abate  the 
nuisance. 

In  a  number  of  cases  it  was  found  that  some  streams  and  ditches 
had  become  choked  and  overgrown  causing  flooding  to  properties. 
The  necessary  action  was  taken  with  the  persons  responsible. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

House  refuse  from  the  parishes  of  Eling,  Dibden,  Fawley  and 
Lyndhurst  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  Council’s  own  plant  and 
staff  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Salvage  is  also  collected  in  these  parishes  and  deposited  at  the 
Council’s  salvage  centres  at  Fawley,  Totton  and  Lyndhurst. 

Disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping.  In  the  parishes 
of  Fawley,  Dibden  and  Lyndhurst  an  ample  supply  of  covering 
material  is  available  on  site.  At  Totton,  covering  material  presents  a 
difficult  problem,  the  material  having  to  be  hauled  from  Lyndhurst 
or  other  available  places.  During  the  year,  despite  the  many  draw¬ 
backs  associated  with  labour  and  mechanical  defects  of  transport,  the 
schedule  of  collection  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

In  the  parishes  of  Bramshaw,  East  Boldre,  Minstead  and  Sway, 
pits  are  provided  for  refuse  under  the  control  of  the  Parish  Councils 
concerned,  whilst  at  Brockenhurst  and  Lyndhurst  the  pits  are  under 
the  control  of  the  District  Council. 

The  disposal  of  material  from  earth  closets  and  privies  is  left  to 
the  individual  householders  who  usually  use  their  gardens. 

The  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  also  left  to  the  individual  house¬ 
holders  with  the  exception  of : — 

(a)  Council  Houses  not  provided  with  facilities  of  main  drainage. 

(b)  Properties  in  those  parishes  where  main  drainage  is  provided 
which  are  not  connected  to  a  sewer  owing  to  engineering 
difficulties. 

The  emptying  of  cesspits  at  (a)  and  (b)  is  carried  out  with  the 
Council’s  cesspit  emptier  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  contents  are  disposed  of  on  selected  land  by  per¬ 
mission  of  the  farmers  and  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-two  cesspits  have  been  emptied  during 
the  year  and  452,000  gallons  of  sewage  disposed  of. 


7 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Nature  of  Inspections 

No.  made 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

316 

Nuisances 

580 

Water  Supply 

215 

Housing 

400 

Retail  Meat  and  Food  Shops 

576 

Food  Premises 

47 

Milk  and  Dairies 

500 

Milk  Samples 

41 

Factories  and  Workshops  ... 

62 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ... 

167 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

81 

Verminous  Premises 

31 

Schools 

74 

Miscellaneous 

144 

Total 

3,234 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Action  has  been  taken  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  and  fleas. 

The  infested  houses,  numbering  six,  were  either  semi-detached 
or  detached  and  three  were  fire-watching  premises  at  Business  Under¬ 
takings. 

No  Council  Houses  were  involved. 

The  bedding,  etc.,  from  these  premises  was  treated  by  steam 
disinfection. 

The  agent  used  for  the  disinfestation  of  the  premises  and  furniture, 
etc.,  was  zaldecide  and  in  one  case  a  combination  of  zaldecide  and 
cimex.  No  further  complaints  were  received.  Each  property  was 
given  three  treatments. 


SCHOOLS 

The  schools  in  this  area  number  26. 

Longdown  School  was  closed  during  the  war.  A  new  Senior 
School  at  Testwood,  completed  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  has  not  yet 
been  used  for  school  purposes.  It  is  imperative  that  this  school  should 
be  re-opened  without  the  slightest  delay  in  view  of  the  serious  shortage 
of  school  accommodation  in  the  Totton  area. 

During  the  year  74  inspections  were  made  and  every  school  in 
the  district  has  been  inspected.  Many  improvements  to  sanitary 
accommodation,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out. 

Some  of  the  older  schools  in  the  district  still  need  improvement 
and  leave  a  lot  to  be  desired.  Observations  have  been  submitted  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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Attention  has  also  been  given  to  Private  Schools. 

Drainage. 

Brockenhurst,  Lyndhurst  and  Totton  Schools  are  connected  to 

the  main  sewer. 

The  main  sewer  is  not  available  for  other  schools  in  the  district. 
Earth  closets  are  provided  except  at  Exbury  School,  South  Baddesley 
School,  and  Hardley  School  which  are  provided  with  water  closets 
discharging  to  a  disposal  system. 

In  some  cases  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining  the 
cleanliness  of  sanitary  conveniences  due  to  lack  of  caretakers  and  to 
the  lack  of  suitable  accommodation  for  young  children  in  the  annexes 
used  as  extra  accommodation,  on  account  of  evacuees,  at  the  Lydlynch 
Road  School,  Totton. 

Water  Supply. 

Nearly  all  schools  are  provided  with  a  main  water  supply.  Those 
schools  where  a  main  supply  is  not  available  are  provided  with  a  well. 
Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  periodically  for  chemical  and  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  from  the  wells  of  those  schools  dependent  on 
this  source  of  supply. 

The  kitchens  and  dining  halls  providing  school  meals  have  been 
given  attention  and  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Milk. 

Daring  the  year  24  samples  of  school  milks  were  taken  for  Bac¬ 
teriological  and  Phosphotase  examination  of  which  11  were  found  to 

be  unsatisfactory. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  who  is 
endeavouring  to  obtain  a  supply  of  either  pasteurised  or  T.T.  milk  to 
every  school  within  the  district. 

MILK,  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

There  have  been  a  number  of  changes  in  the  proprietorship  of 
dairy  farms  during  the  year  and  the  total  is  now  318. 

There  are  38  retailers  who  are  not  producers  registered  in  the 
district. 

The  milk  produced  in  the  district  is  very  largely  sent  to 
Southampton. 

Nineteen  producers  in  the  district  are  licensed  to  produce 
“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk,  whilst  35  producers  hold  licences  to 
produce  “  Accredited  ”  milk,  the  licences  being  granted  by  the 
County  Council.  The  County  Council  are  the  responsible  Authority 
for  the  functions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  in  respect  to 
farms  producing  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  and  “  Accredited  5 5  milk  and 
visits  of  inspection  are  not  made  to  such  farms  by  the  District  Council’s 
Officers. 

Two  firms  licensed  in  the  Borough  of  Southampton  hold  supple¬ 
mentary  licences  to  sell  designated  milk  in  this  district,  whilst  four 
Dairymen  in  the  district  hold  dealers  licences  in  respect  of  designated 
milk. 
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Eleven  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  to  Bacteriological  and  Phosphostase  test  and  one  sample 
,was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  school  milk  were  also  taken  during  the 
year  and  submitted  to  Bacteriological  and  Phosphotase  test  of  whic: 
11  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  this  connection  11 
samples  were  taken  from  the  producers  of  which  6  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  One  of  the  producers  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
holds  an  Accredited  licence.  In  addition,  6  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  from  herd  suspected  of  being  infected  with  B.  Abortus.  All 
proved  negative. 

Continuous  inspections  of  the  dairy  farms  throughout  the  district 
have  been  carried  out  so  far  as  possible,  486  inspections  having  been 
made.  A  large  number  of  added  duties  have  been  placed  on  the 
Health  Officers  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  routine  inspections  will  be 
considerably  reduced  in  future.  The  number  of  inspections  average 
under  two  visits  to  each  dairy  during  the  year,  but  when  it  is  remem¬ 
bered  that  where  defects  or  unsatisfactory  methods  of  production  are 
found,  as  many  as  ten  or  more  visits  may  be  necessary  to  one  dairy 
before  the  matter  is  put  right.  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  intervals 
of  two  years  or  more  elapse  between  visits  to  other  dairies. 

This  is  unsatisfactory  as  it  is  considered  that  at  least  four  visits 
per  year  should  be  made  to  every  producer.  Additional  staff  is 
required  to  carry  out  regular  inspections. 

The  work  carried  out  during  the  year,  despite  the  serious  handicap 
of  labour  and  material  shortage,  has  had  satisfactory  results. 

One  new  cowshed  has  been  built. 

New  floors  and  improved  drainage  have  been  provided  in  24 
cowsheds. 

Four  new  dairies  have  been  built  and  six  have  been  provided  with 
a  piped  water  supply. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  is  held  up  due  to  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials. 

A  considerable  number  of  minor  improvements  have  taken  place. 

The  principles  of  clean  milk  production  have  been  given  first 
consideration  and  good  results  generally  obtained. 

The  greater  majority  of  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  in  the  district 
have  been  issued  with  copies  of  the  chief  provisions  of  the  Regulations 
in  regard  to  clean  milk  production. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  relating  to  action  taken 
during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 
Insps. 

Inspections  made. 

Milk  Samples. 

Defects  Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Defects 

out¬ 

standing 

Total 
No.  of 
samples 
taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

From 

1943 

From 

1944 

500 

9 

85 

65 

29 

41 

30 

11 

10 


FACTORIES 

INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

*  Written 
Notices 

Occ’p’rs 

Prosctd. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 
Factories  without  mechanical 
power  ... 

20 

42 

}  13 

— 

62 

13 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Defects 

entailing 

Prose¬ 

cution 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

11 

9 

— — 

■ 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lack  of  wholesome  water 

supply 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

14 

10 

1 

— 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
Number  of  inspections  at  food  shops  .  ...  571 

Food  Inspected 

Seventy-two  Bovines  ;  155  Calves  ;  978  Sheep  ;  16  Pigs  ;  130  lbs. 
Bacon;  76  lbs.  Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat;  111  Tins  Meat;  164 
Tins  Fish ;  large  quantity  Cod  Fiiletts,  Plaice  and  Bloaters  ;  7  tins 
Tinned  Fruit ;  49  tins  Vegetables  ;  110  tins  Milk  ;  153  lbs.  Oranges  ; 
68J  lbs.  Dates;  252  lbs.  Split  Peas;  112  lbs.  Lentils;  133  lbs. 
Haricot  Beans  ;  126  lbs.  Butter  Beans  ;  173  lbs.  Butter ;  19  doz. 
Eggs  ;  22  lbs  Cheese  ;  60  tins  and  jars  Marmalade  ;  6  tins  Biscuits  ; 
3  lbs  Cake  ;  7  lbs.  Flour  ;  10  lbs.  Tea  ;  40  lbs.  Coffee  ;  4  pkts.  Bisto  ; 
33  tins  Soup  ;  7  bars  Chocolate  ;  28  bars  Nougat. 
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Food  Condemned 


190  lbs.  Beef  (English)  . 

Tuberculosis. 

856  lbs.  Beef  (Imported)  . 

Bone  Taint. 

56  lbs.  Pork  Loins  (Imported) . 

Mould. 

3  sets  of  Pig’s  Lungs . 

Inflammation  and 

1  Pig’s  Liver  . 

Congestion. 

Necrosis. 

1  Pig’s  Mesentery  and  Intestines 

Tuberculosis. 

130  lbs.  Bacon  . . 

Decomposition. 

76  lbs.  Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

Do. 

53  tins  Meat 

Do. 

68 £  lbs.  Dates  . 

Do. 

173  lbs.  Butter 

Rancidity. 

3  lbs.  Fruit  Cake 

Mould. 

4  pkts.  Bisto  . 

Do. 

623  lbs.  Split  Peas,  Lentils,  Haricot  Beans 

and  Butter  Beans 

Infested  with  maggots. 

70  lbs.  Coffee  . 

Impregnated  with  glass. 

2  pkts.  Quaker  Wheat . 

Contaminated  by  Rodents. 

7  lbs.  Flour  . 

Do. 

10  lbs.  Tea  . 

Do. 

35  bars  Chocolate  and  Nougat ... 

Do. 

98  lbs.  Plaice  . 

Decomposition. 

126  tins  Fish  . 

Do. 

7  tins  Fruit  . 

Do. 

153  lbs.  Oranges . 

Do. 

20  tins  Vegetables  . . . 

Do. 

80  tins  Milk  . 

Do. 

19  doz.  Eggs  . 

Do. 

22  lbs.  Cheese  . 

Do. 

57  tins  and  jars.  Jam  and  Marmalade  ... 

Do. 

13  tins  Soup  . 

Do. 

HOUSING 

All  work  has  been  carried  out  so  far 

as  prevailing  circumstances 

allow.  Action  has  been  confined  to  the 

Public  Health  Acts  where 

houses  have  been  found  unfit  by  reason  of  disrepair  or  sanitary  defects. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  .  360 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation .  51 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Housing  conditions  are  far  from  satisfactory  and  are  deteriorating 
with  the  continued  shortage  of  labour  and  materials. 

The  housing  shortage  has  caused  a  number  of  unfit  dwellings  to 
remain  occupied.  No  demolition  will  be  possible  for  some  time  to 
come,  the  essential  need  is  for  new  houses. 

In  the  light  of  the  foregoing,  a  licence  has  been  granted  under 
the  Defence  Regulations,  1939,  and  Housing  Act,  1932  (Section 
155),  for  the  temporary  use  of  a  cottage,  subject  to  a  demolition  order, 
after  having  been  made  reasonably  habitable. 

Action  in  respect  to  overcrowding  has  been  carried  out  so  far  as 
practicable. 

Serious  cases  of  overcrowding  were  remedied  in  two  houses  by 
reducing  the  number  of  lodgers. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 
RATS  AND  MICE  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  a 
Rodent  Officer  and  three  operators  were  engaged  to  carry  out  this 
work  and  commenced  operations  on  3rd  January. 

During  the  year  good  progress  has  been  made.  All  major 
infestations  revealed  by  the  survey  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  total  number  of  premises  serviced  were  276  and  approxi¬ 
mately  12,000  rats  were  destroyed. 

PREVENTION  OF  MOSQUITO  BREEDING 

Static  water  tanks  placed  around  the  district  were  found  to  be 
breeding  mosquitoes. 

Measures  were  taken  to  prevent  this  by  spraying,  which  proved 
to  be  very  effective. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  HABGOOD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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